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CITY MANAGER QUITS
Record
Turnout
Saluted

By JERRY REYNOLDS 
llenrid Staff Writer

Voters turned out in record 
numbers Tuesday to approve a 

, 90-cent hike in school taxes for t h e Pennies photographer a term of five years by a mar- 
asked some of the students. g j n of more than 2.500 votes.
"U'hil HU inn train from this I r«m ^l«.« ,,~ n tt^l-l »>>,.,

Following a shutting of the 
 pace lecture by NASA's Space- 
mobile crew at Riviera School.

"What did you gain from this
program?"

     
Randy Kinose, 5102 Paseode 

Pablo: ___
"I really like 

the program 
because it 
showed me 
many things I 
knew about 
but did not 
fu 11 y under­ 
stand. You do 
not realize 
what a lot this does until 
you see it. I knew something 
about the Apollo program be­ 
cause my dad works on It. but
there are so many things."     

Christy Waiderk. 909 Calle 
Miramar: 

' I thought the 
program was 
outstanding. I 
expected a bor-

strations. And 
learned so

much   I couldn't believe a 
lot of this at first, but now I've 
seen how a lot of it works."      

Glen SchmUl, 4712 Paseo de 
las Tortugas:

"I thought It 
was very Inter­ 
esting. My fa. 
ther works on 
t h e Surveyor 
project and so 
I knew some­ 
thing about it. 
The program 
made a lot of
things clear, and established j 
the importance of space ex­ 
ploration without the politics 
that so often goes with it."

Susan Uvanas. 5514 Via del 
Vallc:
"It was really 

a good pro­ 
gram. 1 thought 
everything new 
already had 
been discov- 
rrcd, but I 
know we have 
much to look 
forward to. I 

hope more people will want to 
participate in the program. It 
was a wonderful experience."

Jack Pelertton, 5506 Paseo de 
Pablo:

"I thought It 
was a real 
good program. 
I'm especially 
interested i a 
the miniatura- 
zation of some 
of the things 
that go into 
spacecraft. The 
experiments that were done 
helped to show how many 
things actually work "

Complete unofficial returns 
from all 39 precincts showed 
9,518 yes votes and 6.821 nega­ 
tive ballots in the special elec­ 
tion. The turnout was unusual­ 
ly heavy for a school election, 
with more than 33 per cent of 
the eligible voters making the 
trek to the polls.

Dr. J. H. Hull, superintend 
rnt of schools, told The 
HERALD shortly after returns 
were completed. "The kids 
won " Hull said he thought the 
people who voted "yes were 
concerned with good schools, 
while the people who voted no 
were concerned with taxes."

BERT M. LYNN, president 
of the Board of Education, said 
he was "delighted" with the 
heavy voting. "I think the peo 
pie, thank goodness, are be 
coming Interested," Lynn 
added.

Dr. Hull, in his statement, 
said. 'The Board of Education, 
the staff, and the PTAs worked 
hard on this. It was a team ef­ 
fort and the kids won "

District officials had made 
an optimistic forecast of about 
a 25 per cent turnout. Almost 
all concerned with the election 
were surprised about the heavy 
voting and the margin of vic­ 
tory.

"WE'RE REAL happy." Dr. 
Hull said. "Now we can go 
ahead and run the schools In­ 
stead of an election."

Passage of the measure as­ 
sured the district of operating 
funds for the next five years. 
The new tax rate, which may 
be set by the trustees at any 
rate up to the maximum of 
$3.30 per $100 assessed valua­ 
tion, will be effective during 
the 196445 fiscal year.

Elated with the victory, 
Lynn said the vote showed the 
people "will back good econ-

Ferraro to 
Fill Office 
For Present

City Manager Wade E. Peebles, who was facing a City 
Council dismissal vote, submitted his resignation effective 
at once following a brief, closed-door meeting with mem­ 
bers of the Council Tuesday evening.

The beleaguered administrator apparently dropped 
plans to submit a regisnation * * * * 
which would permit him tn 
stay on the job until he com 
pitted 20 years of government 
service on June 1. 

Named acting city manager j

BEATING THE DEADLINE ... There were two lines Mm- 
day In front of the Department of Motor Vehicles as motor­ 
ists rushed to get their license plate tabs before penally 
fees became effective. One line wax a jam up of car* on

Border Avenue as motorists looked for parking *parrs, and 
the olhrr line was pen>ons standing in line walling lo get 
their tabs.

(Herald Photo)

omy-minded people on the 
Board of Education." He de­ 
scribed the passage of the 
override as "very rewarding."

Mystery Bomb Rocks South 
High School; Leads Slim

South High School students _ ably took several minutes tO| School district authorities
escaped Injury Tuesday morn­ 
ing when a bomb exploded in 
a locker area at the east end 
of the school.

Students were in classroom 
sessions when the bomb ex­ 
ploded about 10:49. The bomb 
had been placed on top of a 
locker and apparently lighted 
with a long fuse which prob-

burn down, a school official | said it is unknown whether a
said. student at the school set off

There was not a great deal the bomb. A car was seen leav-
I of structural damage although 
some shrapnel fragments were 
embedded in acoustic tile ceil-

Test Issue Goes 
Off April Ballot

ing the area seconds prior to 
the explosion. 

Police found a burnt match

the building was broken by the 
explosion.

Money .Missing
Bette Thomas of Belle 

Thomas Studios at 1215 Cren- 
shaw Blvd.. reported to police 
over the weekend that she dis-ing. There was a little smoke .and a match book at the scene, (covered $150 missing from the damage, school officials added. IA window on the south side of cash register.

by unanimous vote of the 
Council was Edward J. Fer­ 
raro, first assistant city man­ 
ager since August, 1962. He 
took over the office immediate

THE CITY Council drama 
was played before an overflow 
ing council chambers. Even 
seat was filled, spectators wen- 
lining the walls, and others 
were crowded into the door­ 
ways and foyers, straining to 
hear the comments of the pro­ 
ceedings.

The councllmen   adjourned 
to the closed personnel session 
with Peebles and his attorney, 
Irving Lessin, almost immedi­ 
ately after convening Tuesday. 
Councilman Nick Drale, who 
objected to the session, did 
not attend.

In objecting to the session. 
Drale asked that the attorney 
general's report handed to 
councilmen last week be read 
in full.

A brief note handed to City 
Clerk Vernon Coil after the 
closed seuion read:

"I resign effective Feb. 4. 
5 p.m., effective immediately." 
It was signed by Wade Peebles.

The City Council voted 5-2 
to accept the resignation with 
Councilman Victor E. Bcnstcad 
Jr. and Mayor Albert Isen op­
posing.

     
EFFORTS TO make the at­ 

torney general's report a mat­ 
ter of public record succeeded 
and then failed as councllmen 
heeded a warning of the city 
attorney to have a check made

A compromise ordinance
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still have t!>e highest confi­ 
dence in the local depart­ 
ments," he added.

If the ordinance Is adopted 
on its final reading next week, 
it will open examinations for 
chiefs of the police and fire 
departments to the first three 
ranks in the local departments 
and to men in the first three 
ranks of all departments in 
California cities with 80,000 
or more population.

Examination also would be 
open to men in the first three

tion two points provided they'ranks of other California law 
pass the written section of the . enforcement agencies. No spe-

city's police and fire chiefs 
was adopted by the City Coun­ 
cil Tuesday evening on its first 
reading. The council then re­ 
scinded a resolution which 

i would have placed the measure 
on the April ballot as a charter 
amendment.

The ordinance was adopted 
after councilmen agreed to a 
provision which will give city

exams with a score of 70 or 
more

Councilman Ross Snarrotta, 
who offered the new provision, 
said his main reason for voting 
for the ordinance was his feel­ 
ing that "referring this to the 
people is shifting councilmanic 
responsibility.''

SciaiTolta said he Mopes the 
ordinance won't affect morale
in the local departments. "1 ordinance.

cial credits are to be given ex­ 
cept for the two points for city 
employes.

Sciarrotta said he would not 
want to repeal the resolution 
placing the measure on the 
ballot until final action IJY the 
council next week Mayor Al­ 
bert Isen. however, moved to 
rescind the resolution inimcdi- 

lately ufter the vote on the

on the city's liability. 
The councilmen had voted

tn make the report public, and 
then rescinded the action after 
City Attorney Stanley Kernel- 
mcyer told them he did not 
know whether the city would 
be liable in slander or libel 
complaints. He asked for and 
was given a week to research 
the law on the matter

Attorney Lessin, speaking 
for Peebles, told councilmen 
he thought the report wat 
"ti'intcd with half truths," and 
that if the report was to be re­ 
leased the attorney general lie 
a*ked l<> furnish the entire re 
port "We want the whole 
truth," he said.

Peebles, who left the court* 
cil chamber* immediately after 
the closed-door meeting, was 
not at the city hall yesterday. 
The HKKA1J) was tuld that

EDWARD J. KKKRARO

He Pledges~
Conliiuied 
Leadership

Edward J. Ferraro, appointed 
acting city manager Tuesday 
evening, pledged to "maintain 
the leadership inherent in the 
city manager form of govern­ 
ment to provide orderly con­ 
tinuity of the needs, services, 
and finances of the city."

Kerriro, who is 35, has been 
the first assistant city manager 
since August, 1962. He assumed 
the position Tuesday evening 
following the resignation of 
Wade E. Peebles.

In a statement to The 
1IKHAIJ) yesterday, Ferraro 
said, "1 welcome the ideas and 
the support and the challenge 
of the citizens and civic groups 
and community organizations."

BKrOKr: COMING to Tor- 
ranee, Ferraro served throe 
years as city administrator in 
Lawndale and in the Admin*, 
trative offices of the County. 
He holds a master decree from 
the University of California at 
Los Angeles in public admin­ 
istration.

Ferraro told The HERALD. 
"I have been .significantly im­ 
pressed by tire ability of the 
mayor and council, the depart­ 
ment heads, and the city em­ 
ployes to keep pace with the 
Development of the city over 
the past 12 years.

"While Torrance is an older 
city," he continued, "the entire 

[complexion of the city has
he was 
tests in

undergoing physical i changed in recent years It is 
a Torrance hospital. I (Continued or t'agu 4)
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TRAVELING KXIillitT . . . lihiera KlrmeiiUrv School students listen to » lecture pre­ sented by a traveling nrience lecture demonstration uperali-d bv lie- Vilioim! Arrmiiiul- If* and Space Administration'* Spureinobile which >i»i'ed the si-limit this week. The Spare- mobile Mill visit all four of Turrance'k high schools next year. (Herald I'liutu)
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